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Fragrances create a soothing
aroma, and envelope the
ambience to become a part
of the environmental design.
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M. A. Farooqui

First Step

uspicious ocassion or 1'eligi0u.5.incense sticks are used
everywhere in households. Fragrances have been part
of worship traditions, yagya and havan since ancient
times. Kings, emperors, nawabs and nobles also used
ﬁ‘agrances in palaces and havelis, and with the passage
of time and as the fragrances became more affordable,
they have become a part of households and lifestyle
for freshness and happiness in form of agarbatti and
dhoop Incense sticks industry is mainly a domestic and
cottage industry. Hence it comes under the purview
of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME).
The scope of the industry is gradually expanding. In
this industry of 8500 crores, products worth 1000
crores are being exported. The government has
taken commendable steps for the agarbatti industry
under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan and emphasis is
being laid on the supply of raw materials, fragrances,

packaging. bamboo.

The fragrance industry is a boom;ing industry in the
country.Ithas huge potentialfor domestic consumption
as well as export due Indians living around the world
use it as well as Buddhists countries like China, Japan,
Burma, Singapore, Malaysia and Sri Lanka also use
incense sticks. ‘Sugandh India’ has addressed the
questions and issues of incense stick manufacturers,
distributors and retailers, pel'ﬁun91's, raw material
suppliers and all people related to the industry. It has
taken the initiative to provide the latest information to
the industry on the availability, production and supply
of raw material such as bamboo as well as taxes on the
industry, problems and questions related to import-
export. It will also provide information related to the
schemes, policies and programs of the central and
state governmments 1'ega1'ding the MSME sector. The
magazine will continue to provide information about
the changes in the industry, new technology and ups
and downs due to government policies in the country
and the world. In this context, 'Sugandh India’ is
the in-house magazine of the incense stick indust'ry,
which will throw ]jght on various issues from time to
time. Hope the first effort of 'Sugandh India’ will be
found attractive, informative and beneficial to all the
people related to the incense stick industry. Be sure to
express your opinion to make your monthly magazine

relevant. ®
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The journey from

garage to one of the
three largest companies
in the country
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MDPH manufactures
1200 varieties
of products

Spreading
Incense globally

ragrance has been an integral part of Indian cultural and religious traditions. The tradition goes back
to thousands of years of use of fragrances in worship, yagya, havan. This is the reason that there are
hundred and fifty years old agarbatti companies in the country, on the contrary the 3 decade old Zed
Black, the agarbatti brand of Mysore Deep Perfumery House (MDPH), which started from Indore is
now amongst the three largest incense sticks companies in the country.

Mr. Prakash Agarwal had his humble beginnings in 1992 with an Agarbatti Factory started in a small
garage of his house and today MDPH has grown into a big industry group, manufacturi.ng more than
1200 products. The company has roped in star cricketer MS Dhoni and film actor Hrithik Roshan for
brand promotion. MS Dhoni being the brand ambassador of Zed Black Agarbatti and Hrithik Roshan of
Manthan Dhoop. Zed Black Three in One being company’s countrywide popular product.

Alot of Industrial groups have a history of humble begmmngs MDPH is now part of that league. Ankit
Agarwal, Director & Partner, MDPH, possesses an easy-going and simple personality, who along with
his family constantly strives for the quality of his products. They believe that MDPH's success is the
result of being hones and dedicated towards product quality, efficient management as well as honest
dea]i.ng with workers, consumers and distributors. With this policy the company is connected to 3500
distributors through 36 depots. The company employs about 4000 workers, of which 75 percent are
women. The company has 5 manufactu:ing units located in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, one of them bei.ng
the world’s largest manufacturing unit of raw incense sticks. The company manufactures 30 million
incense sticks per day thanks to its state-of-the-art and world class manufac‘l'uri.ng units.

MDPH reaches out to the general consumers through 7.50 lakh retail merchants. Also the products are
exported to about 40 countries includjng USA, China, Japan, Brazil, Ethiopia, Netherlands, Australia
and Malaysia. The importance of MDPH can be understood from the fact that famous cricketer MS
Dhoni and film actor Hrithik Roshan have endorsed its products. MDPH has around 1200 products at
various prices and quality range which includes Agarbatti, Dhoop Batti, Hand Sanitizer, Hand Wash,
Edible Oil, Essential Oil, Packaged Tea, Mosquito Coil, Natural Hair Colour, Heena, Soya Chunks and
Confectionery. The flagship brand of the company, Zed Black Incense Sticks, is one of the top 3 brands
in its category in India. The company’s i‘:agh'ne is 'prartr'mﬂ hogi sweekar’ meaning ‘Prayer will be accept-
ed’. Agarwal says that he completely abides by this tag line in his business, because when you do your
best, all your prayers will be fulfilled. ®
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HONESTY AND GOOD POLICY
CRUICIAL FOR PRODUCT SUCCESS:

ANKIT AGARWAL

The success story of establishing Zed Black as a global brand
shared by Ankit Agarwal the director of MDPH in conversation

with Sugandh India.

Tell us about the journey to one of the top 3 incense
stick companies in India.

It all started three decades ago as a humble beginning by my fa-

ther. Before 1980, mv father used to work in a clothes shop but
he had a tremendous urge to set up his own business. Follmnng
his dreams he tried his luck in various fields, but did not succeed.
This made the family go in despair that he would not be success-
ful, but after my birth in 1985, he borrowed 10 lakh rupees and
started a business of incense sticks. Although my grandmother
wanted him to train in the incense stick business first, but in-
stead my father started the business with his determination. He
worked very hard and traveled all over the country expand the

410 SUGANDH INDIA APRIL 2022

business. He would never associate the rich and famous of the
trade with his business, For example, when he went to Kanpur
to appoint distributor, he did not offer it to the top agarbatti dis-
tributors, but instead those who would work hard for the brand.
Zed Black became a hit during 1999-2000 and became a pan
India brand, it is then it was decided to make Zed Black as the
main brand .All the brands that followed beared the brand name
of Zed Black, and the business went on until a n'aged)' struck
in 2003, causing a huge loss due to a factory fire. We got broke
but we didnt give up and started ever \‘thing again. 1 joined the
business in 2004-05 and my younger brother Anshul Aggar wal
followed in 2010-11 and from then on the things started to im-




prove for us and today MDPH is among the 3 largest agarbatti
companies in the country.

Your business has spread not only in the country but
globally. How do you manage everything?

Like every big and successful business, we have delegated the
tasks and evervone has a contribution in this. We are in the top 3
only due to superior products, expansion of business, honest dis-
tributor association and above all the company’s good policies. To
accomplish this we have hired professionals and along_ with that
the whole family including my parents are involved in the busi-
ness. My mother looks after the blendjng of incense sticks per-
tume. My brother is a B Tech from IIT Delhi and supervises the
production process u,sing state-of-the-art technology, machines
and software. [ am responsible for sales, marketing and import
and export. There is a Research and Development (R&D) de-
partment, which continuousl}f works to make the best products
and fulfill the needs of different states and people throughout
the country.

India is huge with various cultures and ethnicities. In
such a situation, how do you fulfill everyone’s demand?

Indeed itis a very blg country. There are different 1e11g10n5 and
languages and they have their prefere:nces Everyone has different
demands, but there are some common demands too. Our prod-
uct Zed Black Three in One is preferred everywhere. Different
products run in some states, but some products Tun evel‘ywhere.
Zed Black three in one is a pan India brand, which operates from
Guwahati to Gujarat and Kashmir to Kanyakumari. Ta]kmg about
other demands, Pine Apple, Rose, Sandal ’\(Iogra are also in de-
mand everywhere. In South India the demand for incense sticks
is different than in the North. Everyone needs a ﬁ'agl'ance, s0
everyone has different taste.

With so many brands in the market what is your mar-
keting strategy to stand out?

It is not just the product that matters in establishjng abrand. The
real thmg is what is your intention and pohc\ ? what vision do
you have? Incense stlcks are made in ew ery street. It's one thmg
to make a good product that works across the country, but the
main thing is along with giving a good fragmnce and taste what

vour policy is. Uniform rate, uniform scheme and uniform dis-
tnbutlon policy to all distributors pan india has always been the
objective of the company. To glve equal benefit to all ‘the distrib-

utors and to appoint only one in a locality and above all to supply
goods within 48 hours whenever there is demand anywhere in
the country. For example, Kanpur, Banaras, Ghaziabad and Agra
are the 4 major centers of Uttar Pradesh from where goods can
be delivered anywhere in UP in 48 hours.

Tell us about your export and the market of incense
sticks abroad.

We are quite new in the market as compared to other companies
like in Bangalmu some are over 150 vears old. In comparison,
Zed Black is a 30 year old brand. First we established ourselves
all over the country. Now since four-five vears we have been
focusmg on expmt as well. We expolt to about 40 countries,
which include USA, South America, Australia, Europe, China,
Japan, Nepal etc. There is a great demand for incense sticks in
for eign countries. The Indians ]n‘mv there buv it. They are also
popular among the Hindu religious peop]e in Mala» sia and Indo-
nesia, The Japanese and Chinese also use incense sticks for wor-
ship. Incense sticks are also used as a room freshener. That is why
the trend of incense sticks and fragrance has increased.

What has been the role of the governments in the de-
velopment of incense stick industry?

Governments have been very supportive of the agarbatﬁ indus-
try. VAT was not on incense sticks in many states and excise dut\'
was never levied, When GST came, the government imposed 12
percent on incense sticks, but when the delegation of business-
men met with the government, the government understood and
lmmedjateh revised it to 5 percent. Actuall\r the method adopt—
ed by the government regarding GST has been very good. Now
4 and a half years have passed since its zmplementatlon For those
workmg honesth this tax system 15 vi ery good Apart from this, in
2019, the Narendra Modi government put curbs on incense stick
imports, This led to a further increase in emplovement. Incense
stick industry has majorwormen emplo_\,ment. We have more
than 70 percent women w‘ork:ing here. So the government has
always been sympathetic towards this industry and the closure of
imports helped the industry a lot.
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MDPH UNITS

You have the world’ largest raw agarbatti factory.
Share something about it.

Indore is the center of Zed Black and we have set up the the
world's hrgest raw ag_arbatli factory on 15 acres in Mangli}'a
Village. It started in 2018 with 650 machines running under
one roof with 1000-1200 workforce. In a day we produce
about 3500 tons of dry incense sticks.Raw materials such
as raw incense sticks and raw dhoop and hawan samagri are
manufactured here. Such a large scale factory is not even in
Vietnam, even when it was at the peak of producmg ncense
sticks. MDPH group overall employs 3500 to 4000 people in
5 units spread over a total area of 9,40,000 sq ft.

What are your further expansion plans?

We have a wide range of products from MDPH group oth- DEWAS NAKA. INDORE

er than incen

se sticks but we are seeing good scope in con-
&

tectionery. We have launched Sugar Boiled Candy under the
name Din D]n priced at Re 1 and we are getting good results.
Its brand ambassador is children’s favorite cartoon Dorae-
mon. We are slowly making our place in the confectionery
market. There is competition, but without competition it is

difficult to move ahead.
What is your CSR policy?.

CSR is also included in the company’s policy. Women are
being given employment on a large scale. Initially we started
in our house garage. Me and my brother used to be young
and we would come from school and fill incense sticks. The
women who used to work back then are still with us. From
vouth till this day, even in old age, those women are with us.
One of them being Mrs, Babita Jaiswal ji who is working with
us from the becirmi.ng and now heads 3500-4000 workers.

Not onh this, there are other old emp]crvees as well like Mr.
Jeevan Jayant ji, who looks after Logistics, Mr. Santosh Shar-
ma ji, who looks after Factory Management. All of them have
been with us since past 20-25 vears and are like our assets,
our family, We are progress relies on them.

SANWER ROAD, INDORE

What are the prospects for the growth of the in-
cense sticks market?

Incense sticks and dhoop were orlgm.ﬂ.l\ used for worship
and other rehg]ous fimctions. Even today 70 to 80 percent of
consumers use it for religious purposes, but now the trend
is ch.mgmg There is a growing trend of people using it asa
room freshener in bedrooms and homes,offices or just be-
cause they like fragrance It has started to become a part of
lifestyle. A new product called Backflow Cone has hit the
market. Unlike incense sticks, the smoke from it comes out

down from its back. New inventions are necessity and this
is what we are doing. It is only then will your product move UNIT-3, RAMPIPLIYA, INDORE
ahead of the competition. Apart from this, constant change
in packing, market'ing and quality from time to time is an-
other necessity.

What are the challenges before the agarbatti indus-
try today?

Althouch itisnota big challenge but there has been a short-
age of crood quality goods Good quality and reasonable
price of raw material like paper, wood and laminate is need-
ed. Its av allablht_\ on time is essential. Apart from this, no
one wants another pandemic. This has caused a lot of prob-
lems. We learn things when we go out and meet people, but
durmg corona pandemic, the meetings, the conferences, the
exhibitions, ev elvthmc was halted. Therefore, another pan-

demic would be a huge- ch.lllenge. @

KSHIPRA
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Incenza is the result
of intensive research

and study by Sanjeev

Nayyar, Abhimanyu BRINGING FAITH AND

Nayyar, KK Gautam and

Sar i Haawa LIFESTYLE TOGETHER

Charcoal free and
essential oil based
Incenza incense
sticks are completely
youth centricand
unique in packaging

ncenza Sales & Manufacturing
Pvt Ltd is the latest entry in the
fast growing incense stick mar-
ket in India. From its inception

with a new concept last year i.e. s
2021, a new revolution has been Pﬁ?ﬂh”
witnessed in the traditional in-
cense market of the country. In-
cenza Sales & Manulacturing Pyt
Lid is bringing a new revolution
in incense sticks and dhoop. The
nationwide lockdown due to

the COVID 19 pandemic has

alfected many sectors of busi-

ness. Incense sticks and incense
industry also faced this. In such a
situation, the success ol Incenza
is commendable. Incenza Agar-
batti with its innovative process
of making agarbatti with unique
ideas has not only increased its
sales but is writing a new chap-
ter of success in the agarbatti
market. Alter intensive research
and study, Incenza has been em-

bodied Nayvar Abhi-

utam and

Sanjeev Nayyar, Founder and CEO,
Incenza Sales & Manufacturing Pvt Ltd

manvil hay

Sachin Rana.
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Abhimanyu Nayyar

Within a vear of its inception, the
success of Incenza Sales & Manufactur-
ing Pvt Ltd, which has been creating a
buzz in the agarbatri market, caught the
attention of Sugand.ha India as well. As a
result, the Suga.ndlm India team reached
the Incenza India office and had a de-
tailed discussion with the Founder and
CEO of the company, Sanjeev Nayyar, on
the success, specialit_\' and future plans of
Incenza. Durinc the conversation, San-
jeev Navar told that we have come to
this field with a completely new con-
cept. Itis a huge industry but there are
brands limited number of brands. For
the last several decades, only the same
10-15 ﬁ'agrances keep going around in
the name of brands and ﬁ'agrances. But
now the scenario has changed. Incenza
is completely youth centric. The incense
sticks have been made keeping the youth
in mind.

Describing the specialty of Incenza,
he claimed that incense sticks are usually
made from charcoal and chemical aro-
ma is used for fr agrance. For centuries,
the industry has been using black char-
coal based incense sticks Wlth traditional
ﬁ'ag_j‘:mces like rose, sandalwood, mogra
etc. But now thi.ng_s have changed 360
degrees in this market.

We sprinkle chemicals in the house
in form room freshener. Incenza has
been started to bring the ch.mce Con-
taining 100% natural ncledlents and

essential oils and being charcoal free,
:

KK Gautam

all Incenza products are lung friend-
ly. It is the best and safest option as a
room freshener. Incenza incense sticks
are available in various colors and sizes
which the consumer can choose from as
per their choice. We are even bringing
a range of bambooless incense sticks.
S.m]ee\ Nayyar told Sugandh India that
an innovative effort has been made by the
company to redefine the use of Agar bat-
ti from 1‘eh'cion to lifestyle. To this end,
the company has intr oduced flaala.nces
that redefine the meaning of e‘(clusrﬂ—
ty. These products are a blend of tradi-
tional and natural ing'redients with latest
teclmolocies Each incense stick offered
by l.ncenzu is for different purposes and
fields. The company has launched three
brands namely Incenza, Mere Prabhu
Ram and Nilofer. All three brands have
different characteristics. While Incenza
is a lifest_\'le brand, My Prabhu Ram on
the other hand is a traditional religious
brand while Nilofar is a unique ancient
Arabic fragrance product. The Muslim
population in India is around 28-30 per
cent but there are no specific incense
sticks targeting them. In such a situation,
the company has launched Nilofer. Oud
has been used in this, absolutely in Ara-
bian style. Seeing this one cannot say that
it is an Indian product.

Nayvar said that the best part of In-
cenza products is that they are not like
traditional incense sticks. These incense
sticks are charcoal free and essential
oil based. Their packaging is also very

SachinRana

unique and attractive, not like the tra-
ditional packaging. Such packaging has
never been seen before in the agal‘batti
market, Not onl_\_' this, in these incense
sticks, vou will geta mixture of the best
international aroma with the traditional
hldigenou< ﬁ‘aorance All products are
lung friendly .md can be used by even
people with smoke aller gies. Simultane-
ously, Nayvar claimed to Sucrandh India
that India bemcr a youth countl‘\ need-
ed a different approach towards incense
sticks. This generation uses different
types of room fresheners instead of in-
cense sticks for ﬁ'ag‘r:ume. The younger
general‘ion does not want to use in-
cense sticks only for 1'9h'g'10us Teasons.
The latest generation is in fact mostly
away from religion or rituals. It is com-
pletely different culturally and hardly
believes in performing the rituals but at
the same time more educated and more
aware of fragrances. The fragrance in-
dustry is also evoh‘ing acr:ording to the
trends and preferences of the youth, so
wh\' not incense sticks? Sanjeev Nayyar
told Suwandh.} India that after stud\"mcr
the needs of the younger generation, In-
cenza has introduced products that act as
room fresheners in the form of incense
sticks. Incenza offers the ﬁ'agmnce that
this generation loves and even the style
of packaging is unique and designed in
a way that suits the youth and the fra-
grance. This is a new initiative that has
never been iried before.
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Ta]kjng about his belief in work-
ing out of the league, Nayyar told
Suga.ndha India that Incenza has tak-
en new initiatives in terms of size as
well. Incenza is seﬂing a single box
for Rs 10 to Rs 250. In less than a
vear of its inception, the compa-
ny has built a huge network with
around 500 distributors. We are
reachjng out to all types of shops
in A, B and C categories due to our
range from Rs. 10 to Rs. 250. Incen-
za has reached a very strong position
in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, West
Bengal and Punjab, he said. With the
launch of Incenza from Lucknow,
the company is in the final stages of
making a strong debut in the agar-
batti market in Uttar Pradesh.

Currently, two manufacturing
units of Incenza are functional. Lo-
cated at Okhla in Delhi and Pilkhu-
wa in Hapur. Soon the company is
pla.nning to set up its new unit in Hy-
derabad too. All these units are lo-
cated near dense settlements so that
the workforce is easily maintained.
Okhla has a ma.nufactim'ng capacity
of one tonne while Pilkhuwa has a
capacity of three to four tonnes. In-
cenza’s future plans are very broad.
Accordjng to Nayyar, their aim is to
give new fragrances, but the com-
Ppany is not goi.ng to cover itself just
with incense sticks. The company is
also going to foray into the Dhoop
products as well. Along with that,
very soon Incenza's exclusive Havan
Samagri products are going to be
launched. After launching cow ghee
lamps, now the company is going to
provide pure and certified Ganga-
jal. Along with this, a wide range of
other products are in line as well. ®
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Sachee Fragrances has been known
5

for decades as a taste changer of fra-

grances and flavors in the country

and for COIlST.'"il]tl\ e‘(])enmentmc

LV
grance 1dust1\' Bh at Arora, head
of Sachee Fragrances, which sup-
plies new frag'rance tastes across
the world, said in an exclusive con-
versation with ‘Sugandh India’ that
the future of the agm‘batt‘i industry
is ]Jright, but it has to keep experi-
menting with new fragmnce flavors
and taste. He told that new fra-
grance trends are emerging. Now-
ada_\'s, ﬁ'agrance machines are being
used in the hotel industry. These
machines aromatize the whole en-
vironment. Earlier this was done
with fragrance spray. Now through
the machines, the whoele environ-
ment gets ﬁ'agrant with the desired
aroma. He said that in a multi-re-
ligious multi cultural country like
India, worship and festivals go on
throughout the year. In such a situ-
ation, the future of the agarbatti in-
dustry is bricht Now its preference
has 111c1eased among the youth as
well. The industry should move fast
in m‘mufacmrmg of eco-friendly in-
cense sticks, as the new generation
does not go with chemical or harm-

ful raw materials.

=
SACHEE

THE TRENDSETTER OF

NA ™ I FL AVIAALIR™,

FRAGRANCE AND FLAVOUR:

BHARAT ARORA
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achee Fragrances was started in 1983 by Rakesh Arora.
In conversation, Bharat Arora says that his father was
known for bringing new trends in the world of fra-
grances. I too am \va!.ldng on the path and foundation
made by him. He told that his father was into trading
first under the name Saachee Fragrance and then later
started the production of chemlcals and ﬁagi ances. Ini-
tially, ﬁagrances were prepared for soap, incense sticks,
tobacco and pan masala. Later he also got into the field
of perfume.

Regardjng the new trend going on in incense sticks, he
said that there is a demand for new fragTances every day.

NN

NS

Sachee itself is bringing new trends through its exper-
iments. In this sense, Saachee is the trendsetter. We are
always inventing new fragrances and provide fragrances
that are better than the our forelgn counterparts from
France and Europe by using the latest state-of-the-art
machines. Traditional know ledge leads to innovations on
machines and we are ahead in quality too.

In response to a question, he said that many companies
bring new ftrends. Many companies are making incense
sticks from the by-products of the flowers, which are
also eco-friendly. When companies make eco-friendly

N W ]

These days there is a huge demand for the sweet fruity
aroma and modern per fu.me like fragrances. Tv aditional
fragrances like Champa, Jasmine, Bela, Gulab, Chandan
are also in demand, as the same are used in worship and
1@].10'10115 functions, but the youth wants new ﬁ'ac'rances
to fl eshen the house and mind. Not only incense sticks,
people have started using scented candles as well. Thus,
we are seeing that new markets are opening up in the
ﬁacrl ance market.

Regarding the challenges faced by the fragrance industry,
he said that there are a large number of foreign com-
panies in this industry, but we are better than them as

products, we also make ﬁ‘agr:mces in the same way. All
the raw material we use comes under IFRA guidelines,
Accordi.ngl_\', all the products and raw materials of Sa-
chee Fragrances come under [FRA gujdeli.nes and are
eco-friendly.

He said that incense sticks have a different fragrance for
Ielwlous rituals, but for the freshness of the mind, there
is a demand for different types of incense sticks. There
is a demand for sweet caramel like and fruity aromas.
Similarly, many flavors are being sought in hookah too.
like fus]on mint, fruity, etc,

SUGANDH INDIA APRIL 2022
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In response to a question, Bharat Arora said that the fragrance trends
in the agarbatti industry keep changing. The new becomes old and
the old is used to make a new one. Therefore, the agarbatti indus-
try should continuously develop new fragrances. He said that agar
wood is popular in Dubai while it is a product of India, but now
it is coming back here. The reason for this is that a trend starts
and after some time it comes back again. He said that the youth
demands fragrance as per their taste. He said that in this case, he
also suggests the companies 'Du}']'ng the fragl‘a.nce to take the risk to
change the taste. If they succeeds by implementing that, then our
formula is a hit.

2(0 SUGANDH INDIA APRIL 2022

He told that he has extensively trained
under his father. When he was in Uni-
versity, he used to watch production
with his father. His father pushed him
into production rather than company’s
finance, marketing. The quality checking,
smel]i.ng and fee]jng the aroma. His father
would always say that smell the fragra.nce
and feel it in your mind. Feel it, keep in
mind and recognize it. Bharat worked
with him in production for 4 years. Ear-
lier, during childhood, his father used
to make some new fragrance, then he
used to bring it to the house and would
ask Bharat smell it and tell what you are
fee]jng.

Bharat Arora said that this is the reason
why he is able to do better today. This is
how he developed the ability to smell and
understand. Today by sme]]jng the raw
material, he understand what new thj.ngs
he can do with it. He said that ma.lcing
ﬁ'agra.nce is a work of art. Like an artist’s
play. Today, not only me but the entire
ﬁ'agrance industry is Tunning on the path
shown by my father. Sachee has the ability
to create a special fragrance. We change
the taste. There is constant research going
on in Sachee. We develop new fragrances
and then that becomes the trend.

On the rising cost of raw materials, he
said that his customers are mostly big and
multinational companies. Therefore, the
contracts are done in advance for the year
at the on going rate.Similarly, raw mate-
rial are also purchased in advance for the
year. During this period, if there are fluc-
tuations in the market due to any reason,
then it is also estimated. He makes every
effort that his customers are not affected
by the rising prices and if a situation aris-
es then he he manages. He said that buy-
ing goods in bulk in advance keeps most
of such issues at bay. Currently, the prices
of solvents and petroleum have increased.
Ukraine-Russia war has also made a dif-
ference. The better change is that unlike
in the past, some of the raw material
which we used to import, are now pro-
duced in the country at cheap prices.

In the end Bharat Arora concluded that
ten years ago today my father as per his
vision had said that the ﬁ'agra.nce industry
will grow 20 times and it did and today I
can forecaste that accord.ing to the trends
coming in, the fragrance industry will
grow 40 times more. ®
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Zed Black’s gold-silver dhamaka

scheme a success

Mysore Deep Perfumery House is one of the Iargest incense stick
companies in the country. The company’s flagship incense sticks
brand Zed Black is one of the most popular brands in the country.
The company has distributed silver and gold on the products of its
Agarbatti division from January 1 to March 22, 2022, as per the pan
India scheme, to the distributors. The group had started a targeted
scheme for distributors from January to March, under which silver
and gold were distributed to the distributors. According to experts,
the target scheme has been very much liked by the distributors. As a
result there has been a huge increase in the sales of Zed Black Incense
sticks and Manthan Dhoop. Under this scheme, while the distributor
has achieved the target of seﬁi.ng incense sticks, the group has also
achieved the full target and its sales have increased. Zed Black brand,
which has become a consumer choice for its quality in all over the
country, has a huge range of incense sticks, ranging from regular to
premium products. ®

(yde Bansuri to be launchedin
Bengal on April 14 Hindu New Year

Cycle has been the ﬂagship brand of the country’s
reputed incense sticks manufactm'ing company NR
Group. With the commence of Hindu New Year the
company is planm'ng to launch Cycle Bansuri in Ben-
gal through distributor channel. The Benga}i New

Year is celebrated on 14 April. From this day, the cal- ITC"S Mangaldeep Best
endar for marriage and re]jgious functions of Hindus .
is also issued. Cycles is already a popular brand across Sel Ilng Product

the country with NR Group having a wide range of

ITC i f the t ies in India. Its flagshi
products. The group has been sel]jng t]:lrough FEMCG SRR e e SR ie

it T B e e S product Ma.ngaldeep is the best sel]jng incense sticks
2 pany gomg brand. Ma.ngaldeep Sandal has a market across the

|
f through the distribu deal k th
ou e distributor, dealer network across the R
’ count%)’ starting from Kolkata in West Bengal. Cycle comntry-and & Mixed by people; Rose; Voges, Layen-
! B 'uw'ill alI;§ e il thie samegs C‘casgron der etc are part of this range. ITC is the market across
3 According to the information, the company is pre- various ra‘nge of p rOflucts Erm? Cigarettes to FMCG.
S paring a large scale marketing team for this. Market Company’s range of incense sticks are one of the very
E experts believe that strengthening the network of P:llzil;l:r ;{(:)r‘(:rsss;hjkzou;g. aﬁa;gdgﬁspaTe;lple;lI:ld;l—
. distributors and dealers along with FMCG will give ghr P 1d 7 18 1d P a{ d, ang h P
; double benefit to the sroup. ® SIEYe,, Mg et Marigac, Mangalceep Tosupin-
group- jali etc. are other highﬂy demanded agarbatti brands
by ITC. ®

Khara Sona incense sticks in

a dozen states

Khara Sona aga.rbatti and dhoop brand of Anant Sales Agen-
cies, Indore is sold at distributors and shops in about a dozen
states including Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Telangana. The company
manufactures incense sticks and dhoop in both regula.r and
premium range from Rs.2 to over Rs.480/-. Acoording to
the company, they are always developing new products. fra-
grances and packaging in all the ranges as per the demand
of the consumers across the states. In packaging, the com-
pany gives out incense sticks in boxes, pouches, zippers,
jars, etc. Apart from incense sticks, the company also pro-
duces dhc-op,ro].l on and atar. Khara Sona brands can also be
bought online from Amazon, Flipkart, etc. ®
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. . . re Indore’s KR Agarbatti Works has
Premium Agarbatti Radio with traditional aroma — 8 e i
RP Fragrances,Uttar Pradesh has recently forayed into the field of producing range OT 0O Incense STICKS brandas

premium gTade incense sticks under the brand Radio. The company has come out KR Agarbatti Works Indore has 65 brands
with incense sticks in 6 traditional fragrances which ar.e sar.ldalwood, rose, kewra, of incense sticks and dhoop with the o
agarwood and mogra. The company has kept the retail price of one packet at Rs 50:50, Divine Weods, Divite Kastivi, Dis

25 containing 21 incense sticks. The company will be launchj.ng soon in central it Sugandha, Dev, Chakra, Nritya along
and eastern UP. In most areas the appointment of dealers and distributors is in
process. The company has got goud results dm'ing the sampﬁng of the brand.
Keeping in view the market of purvanchal(eastern UL.F.), the company will also

with traditional fragTa.nce products. Compa-
ny’s 50-50 brand is the main se].ljng product.
i ? : . The company’s products are available from Rs
launch Radio 3 in 1 incense sticks mregular low priced range. @ 5 to Rs 200. The products are mainly sold in
9 to 10 states including Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan, Assam, Bihar, Bengal and South
India. ®

Higher quantity and quality at less price

Deepsagar, a brand of Kannauj-based Rathore Pooja products, is
gaining massive popularity in Uttar Pradesh, especially in Purvan-
chal(eastern U.F.). Deepsagar brand is offering 21 incense sticks for
Rs 5,51 for Rs 10 and 101 incense sticks for Rs 20. The brand is un-
der huge demand due to its low price and good quality. ‘Sugandh In-
dia’ in its market survey found that there is a huge demand for good
brands at affordable prices. Customer is attracted towards highe:r
quanity. Company’s strategy is to give more goods to the people at
a lower price. This is the main reason for brand’s popularity. Apart
from this, the demand for Deepsagar incense sticks is also in(:reasing

in Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh. ®

oSSy @i

Tiranga most demanded in
Purvanchal and Bihar

Tiranga ,the ﬂagship pmduct of Maa Kamakh}'a Darbar Fragra.nce In-
dia Pvt Ltd, Kanpur has become the first choice of customers in Ut-
tar Pradesh, especially in Purvanchal(eastern UL.P.) and Bihar due to its
unique aroma.All the products of of the company are superior and have |
huge sales, but Tiranga is the most popular brand. The sale of Tiranga

Three in One is also at number one in the entire Purvanchal. Company

A /] 2
g NSE -:'ﬁ:r.r -{;"‘% = % 1
o O
demand for 12 incense sticks packets of Tira.nga. Tira.nga and Three in | %= _ B T U“l\. ‘: __J
One are available at retail price of Rs 5, 10 and Rs 30.Company's other . Y2 ) : A 2l T‘:‘ <
products Greenwood, Gulab, Mogra, Sandal, Rajnigandha, Sai Shraddha 1 3P Y

and Ziarat are also popular. ®

also produces dry and wet dhoop. In premium segment there is a huge
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Arjun Ranga elected as Cll President

rjun Ranga, managing director of cycle brand

Agarbatti, has been elected as the new President

of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)

Karnataka State Council for the year 2022-23,

while Vijayakrishnan Venkatesan was elected
as the new Vice President. It is worth mentioning that Arjun
Ranga has been closely associated with this industry body and
was earlier the President of CII Mysore Region for the year
2017-18. He is also the present President of All India Agarbatti
Manufacturers Association (AIAMA).

In his new role, Arjun Ranga will actively work for expanding
the activities related to the industry and for the development of
the state. He will work closely with the government on policy
matters, liaise with thought leaders and drive strategic changes
to create new business opportunities. Established in 1948 as a
cottage industry, the NR Group is today managed by the third
generation of the Ranga family. Today NR Group is domg a
turnover of Rs 1,700 crores annually and hasa strong presence
in 75 countries. Carrying forward the 173- -year 1egac& of the
family, Shri Arjun Ranga gives all the credit for the company’s
success to his grandfather He says that their incense sticks are
not only giving fragrance to the entire country but are also
spreadlng their ﬁ’agra.nce globa].l}r Under the leade:rshlp of Shri
Arjun Ranga, the group is makjng a fourfold progress day by
day and has registered a tremendous presence in more than 75
countries today.

Commenting on his new role, Shri Arjun Ranga said that I look
forward to worki.ng to further strengthen the industry organi-
zation through policies that benefit all stakeholders. We want
to level‘age Karnataka's position as the lcnowledge, innovation
and R&D capital of India and make our state a giobal desti-
nation for businesses and fore;ign investment. We would also
like to strengthen the startup ecosystem of our state through
strategic policy interventions in line with the self-reliant India
vision of our government.
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@ [ am humbled to be elected as

Arj un Ranga the President of CII Karnataka

for the year 2022-23. I will try to
support the industry, especially
the MSMEs across our state, in
every possible way.

My focus will be primarily on

1) policy advocacy, 2) industry
competency enhancement, 3)
sustainability, 4) women and
youth empowerment.

Along with Bangalore I will specifically focus on

industries in Mysore, Ma.ngalore Belgaum Hubli and
Dharwad.

® Iwould like to thank my predecessors, especially
Mr. Ramesh Ramdurai along with Ms. Jyoti Pradhan
and the panel leaders for the excellent work done

over the years and for nurturi ing the growth and
member sh1p of CII.

® [ would also like to thank the former presidents
and all other members who considered me as the face
of CII Karnataka as the president.

® [ will look forward to the support, cooperation and

guidance to achieve the goals set by my predecessors

for the development of the state. ®



HEM Agarbatti commits to
women empowerment

EM Agarbatti, one of the leading man-

ufacturers and exporters of incense

sticks and home fragrance products,

has dedicated this Women’s Day to

worlcing women across the country.
Women constitute 77 per cent of HEM’s workforce
who work hard to make the lives of others happy and
fragrant. The company has taken several initiatives to
promote ‘Gender Equality Today for a Sustainable To-
morrow’ at its workplace.

HEM took good care of all its women employ-
ees during the pandemic with flexible work arrange-
ments and ensured a strong and stable livelihood. Re-
centl_y, HEM has made several changes to smooth up
and lighten the day-to-day workflow at its worksta-
tions and ensure that the work environment is com-
fortable with timely health check-ups, suitable furni-
ture and fixtures, etc. The company also addresses the
day-to-day cha].lenges faced by women. For example,
safety is often an important issue for women when
trawe]jng. To meet this challenge, HEM provides tran-
sit services to all its employees.

‘Women in HEM Agarbatti are treated with equal
Tespect as their male counterparts and are encour-
aged to take leadership roles. They are provided with
a conducive environment to realize their potential
and thereby fulfill the organizaﬁonal goals. Most of
the departments including Human Resources, Ac-

counts, R&D etc. are headed by women. At present,
the participation of women heads of departments in
HEM is 45 percent.

Rahul Shah, Head of Business Development,
HEM Corporation Pvt Ltd says that we follow the
motto of ‘Gender Equality Today for a Sustainable
Tomorrow’.

Recognizing the contribution of women and girls
around the world, we are bujlding a more sustainable
future for all. Since the inception of the company, we
have always believed in empowering women through
employment and increase their acceptance and rec-
ognition irrespective of their gende:r. He further add-
ed that our first manufacturing unit was in Mulund,
Mumbai and now we have moved to Bhiwandi, where
major production operations take place. We continue
to employ women employees at our Mulund plant.
Some of the female employees in the plant have been
worlcing with us for more than 2 decades. Itisa great
source of validation for our women centric initia-
tives. Also, to help women employees to continue
their work during the pandemic, we have provided
raw material to them at their doorstep and arranged
to collect the final product from them to provide
continuity. He claims that HEM Corporation pl.n_ns to
break stereotypes and continue to empower women

by encouraging talent through its strong approach. ®
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Mr. Bal Govind Kesarwani
M/s. Ritik Enterprises
M/s. Durga Prasad Bal Govind
Emarti Road (Near Lic Office)
Mirzapur-231001 (U.P.)
M.: +91-9415257973, +91-9580522273
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K. Srinivas Gupta
M/s. Ramnivas & Co.
N-15/1, A-5 Sudamapur, Varanasi-221010 (UP)
Ph.: +91-9415228595, +91-9506119999
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Mr. Ayush Agarwal
M/s. Astha Sales
144, Ranipura Main Road, Indore-452007 (MP)
Ph.: +91-95890 78782, +91-7312537188
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M/s. Thakurji Trading Co.
1, Jwahar Marg Indore-452007
Ph.: +91-7312367810
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Mr. Lallu Kesarwani
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Badli Ghat, Mirzapur UP
M.: +91-9305282656
+91-9335063558 (Mr. Satya Prakash)
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Mr. Vishnu Kumar Agarwal
M/s. Nandan Traders

20/1, Warehouse Road,
Siyaganj, Indore

Ph.: +91-94250-81350
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Mr. Rajendra Jha{nfhari 2
M/s. Khushboo Agencies R N
- 30, Warehouse Road, Siyaganj, Indore
Yo Ph.: +91-94253-15094
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Manufactured & Marketed by : For any complaints or feedback contact
our customer care head at manufacturing

RATHORE POOJA PRODUCTS (P.) LTD. | Address Phane to.
Factory : DEEDARGANJ, KANNAUJ - 209725 U.P.INDIA | 3 www.rathorebrothers.com
Customer Care No. : 9044689606 Ki fb.com/deepsagar.in

E-mail : info@rathorebrothers.com REGD. NO. 891969




SHIVRAJ GROUP

Premium Quality,
Ever Refreshing

12” LENGTH | MRP Rs. 60/- PER PACK

\Yi{o | =}% Customer Care No.:
SHREE MAA AGARBATTI +91 8904606060; 9105999967



